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The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald


JAY GATSBY
We see Gatsby through Nick’s perspective and this necessarily clouds our understanding of his character.  This is an analysis of how Fitzgerald presents Gatsby through Nick’s eyes.  

	CHARACTERISTICS of GATSBY
	QUOTE with page number in brackets


	Gatsby yearned for wealth and status.  He was ready to resort to illegal activities to achieve this.  He associated with Meyer Wolfsheim in bootlegging activities which was a rich source of revenue during the Prohibition.  They bought a lot of drug-stores and sold grain alcohol over the counter.  
	Gatsby,who represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn. (8) 

Dan Cody found Gatsby quick and extravagantly ambitious.  (96)

	Gatsby pursued his dream relentlessly.  He dreamt of rising above his poverty and making a huge success of himself.  He reinvented himself from being a penniless young man to a man having huge wealth through holding on to a dream 
	Refer to Gatsby’s discipline seen in his schedule which his father showed Nick (164) 
He had a Platonic conception of himself. He was a son of God   (95) 

‘The most grotesque and fantastic conceits haunted him in his bed at night.’



	Typically when he fell in love it was with with complete abandon and deep passion to someone who had status and wealth, the very attributes he desired.  We see that partly his adoration of Daisy was for herself and partly for the wealth and status of which she was symbol.  

	Gatsby said ‘her voice is full of money’ (115) 
She was the first ‘nice’ girl he had ever known.  

He found her excitingly desirable (141) 

It excited him, too, that many men had already loved Daisy – it increased her value in his eyes (141) 



	He was unscrupulous in winning Daisy who was 18 at the time while Gatsby was 27.  

He wooed her under false pretences 
	He took what he could get, ravenously and unscrupulously (141)
He had deliberately given Daisy a sense of security; he let her believe that he was a person from much the same strata as herself- that he was fully able to take care of her. (142) 

	His obsession with Daisy caused him to be unrealistic.  He wanted to pick up where they left off five years ago, but this time he would not leave her.  He would have her leave her husband to marry him.   

	When Nick said he can’t repeat the past, Gatsby replied ‘Why of course you can’ (106) . Nick described his ‘appalling sentimentality’ (107)

	He was an incurable romantic, unable to be realistic about what Daisy was like.  He could not discern that she willing to resume a relationship with him because she was impressed with his wealth.  At the same time she loved him but it was not with the ardour of his own love for her.  
	He wanted Daisy to declare that she never loved Tom.  Just tell him the truth – that you never loved him and it’s all wiped out forever.  (p 125)
Gatbsy was incredulous when Daisy declared ‘I did love him once – but I loved you too’ causing Gatsby to repeat ‘You loved me too; (126) .

	His own passionate adoration of Daisy could not conceive of Daisy not returning his love in the same degree.  He was blind to the truth, refusing to accept reality.  When Tom revealed his illegal activities to Daisy, Gatsby crumbled emotionally. 
	He looked as if he had’ killed a man’ (128)

	Gatsby clung on to his dream despite Daisy withdrawing from him after Tom revealed Gatsby’s illegal activities 
	After the accident Gatsby waited outside her house looking at the bedroom window to make sure she was safe. 
I don’t think she ever loved him (144)

He was clutching at some last hope (141) 

Nick said ‘Jay Gatsby had broken up like glass against Tom’s hard malice and the long secret extravaganza was played out (141) 

	Nick finally gave Gatsby credit for his taking the blame for Daisy in the car accident.  Comparing Gatsby’s loyalty to the Buchanan’s selfishness, Nick saw the worth in Gatsby
	Gatsby turned out all right at the end (8)

Nick said to Gatsby ‘They’re a rotten crowd….You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.’  (146)

	Nick saw Gatsby as someone who had a dream which he never gave up.  That dream was to win Daisy.  
	It was an extraordinary gift of hope (8)

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us.  (171)

The green light was at the end of Daisy’s dock.  




